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Here are 5 things to look for when hiring a Realtor to sell your home in a Short Sale 
Situation:

• Look for an experienced Realtor that understands the ins and outs of the Short 
Sale approval process, and get a Short Sale approval without ANY OUT OF 
POCKET EXPENSE on your part. Make certain that they have successfully 
completed a large number of Short Sale transactions and that they have a 
support system in place to accomplish the approval process. Avoid any agent 
that attempts to get an approval, without legal assistance, by processing the 
short sale themselves or by charging you any upfront fee.  

The details shown above and below are vital; why go though the hassle of selling 
your home…and then not have the Short Sale approved?  I have seen many 
people work with a friend or less experienced agent that improperly handled the 
short sale.  The clock ticks on the foreclosure process and if the Short Sale is not 
properly handled…it is possible that the seller can lose the opportunity and 
benefit of a Short Sale.  If handled properly and if you qualify (an experienced 
Realtor can usually determine if you qualify) it is extremely possible to secure an 
approval.

• Avoid Foreclosure in almost every instance however do not sit back and wait for 
something positive to occur without taking action.  A foreclosure will have an 
extremely negative effect on your credit score and can result in a massive 
deficiency judgment.  A foreclosure and deficiency judgment can affect your 
financial well being for many years; it can cause the loss of future asset build-up 
retention and may cause a “sweeping” of your accounts by your lender years in 
the future. Take action and work toward selling your property in order to satisfy 
the debt.  A successful Short Sale can offer you a long list of benefits.  A strong 
agent will have a successful follow up systems and have an attorney on their 
team to negotiate with the lender and work toward obtaining a Short Sale 
approval resulting in the allowance of a sale far below what was owed to the 
lender.

Many times a homeowner applies for a Mortgage Modification in an attempt to 
reduce the payment and potentially reduce the principle balance on the loan.  
Many banks carefully review the process however in many instances the 
Mortgage Modification is denied…yet a Short Sale can be approved.  It is 
important, especially if you are behind in your payments, that you do not lose too 
much time on a Modification, then have it denied and not have enough time to 
complete a Short Sale if a Foreclosure is looming. 

Avoiding foreclosure will benefit you several times over.  Although things may 
look dismal, taking positive actions today normally will result in a positive 
outcome tomorrow.  Do not make another mistake…take action and resolve the 
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issue at hand. Place your home on the market and hire an experienced, hard 
working agent to accomplish your goals.

• In today’s real estate market…there are two types of real estate agents.  Those 
that understand the financial and emotional difficulties of a hardship and those 
who do not.  My experience helps me to determine if you will qualify for a Short 
Sale and what actions we need to take.  I share with you, up-front, what 
documents we need…and then my team and I take the action necessary to work 
toward getting the Short Sale approval from your lender.

• The Short Sale process can take anywhere from 30 days to as long as nine 
months.  A great amount of the work, normally completed by the agents Short 
Sale team, typically works to your advantage in obtaining an approval. Once you 
provide your agent with the document he or she requests…then most of your 
work is accomplished.  A strong real estate agent many times can keep the buyer 
calm, and keep them in the deal, regardless of the wait time necessary for the 
Short Sale approval.  This helps the seller in getting the home not only sold…but 
closed. I have an attorney, which specializes in Short Sales on my team it is a 
major benefit for our clients!

• Short Sale programs vary for lender to lender.  Some loans not only need the 
approval of your bank…but they also need the approval of your banks investor.  
This correct handling, from the start, of the approval process is vital in obtaining 
the Short Sale approval.  A Realtor well versed in Short Sales should know what 
actions to take.  

 
 Regardless of where your property is located, Short Sales are being successfully 
processed each day. If your home is in the Jupiter, Hobe Sound, St. Lucie or Stuart 
Market or within Northern Palm Beach, Martin or St. Lucie County I may be able to 
assist you; if you are out of those areas…call me and I will contact another professional 
Realtor to help.  I am proud to say that my Short Sale approval rating is extremely high.  
We sell more…because we do more! So to avoid a foreclosure or a denied Short Sale 
approval, and to achieve the many benefits of a Short Sale, follow the five tips outlined 
above.

For more information or to find the rights Realtor for you or your family...visit my website 
www.CarlRizzuto.com or contact me directly at 561-296-8420.

Areas Served by Carl Rizzuto and The Rizzuto Team: 
Palm Beach County:    JUPITER, TEQUESTA, NORTH PALM BEACH, JUNO, PALM BEACH 
GARDENS 
Martin County:   HOBE SOUND, STUART, PALM CITY, JENSEN BEACH, HUTCHENSON ISLAND 
St. Lucie County:   ST. LUCIE WEST, ST. LUCIE, FORT PIERCE, JENSEN BEACH
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